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IMPORTANT NEWS FLASH TO MEMBERS

EXEMPTION – DENTISTS NEED TO NOT SUBMIT MANUALS ITO PROMOTIONS OF ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT
Sadly, once again the government in attempting to create more transparency and by introducing one of the most progressive pieces of legislation in the world on access to information in an environment that is clearly not equipped or sophisticated enough to cope with its implementation has had to revisit its earlier decision.

The Minister of Justice and Constitutional Development has decided to exempt private bodies from compiling and submitting section 51 manuals on 1 September 2005. 

 

All private bodies with the exception of public companies are exempted from submitting the manual from 1 September 2005 until 31 Dec 2005. The effect thereof is that inter alia all sole proprietors, partnerships, private companies, close corporations, section 21 companies and body corporates will now be exempt from compiling and submitting their manuals at least until 31 Dec 2005. 

However, a further long - term exemption post 31 December 2005 has also been granted. The long term exemption is for the period 1 January 2006 up to and including 31 December 2011. The long - term exemption applies to all private bodies except public companies and certain private companies.  

 

If a certain private company operates within a particular sector and employs 50 or more employees, or operates within a particular sector like personal services like dentists and has a total annual turnover exceeding R10 million. must comply with section 51, after 31 December 2005.  

 

It is regrettable that this decision of a further exemption was made at this late stage, when members of SADA went through the expense [publishing it in the Government Gazette] and trouble of submitting their manuals. Some members incurred expenses in getting private bodies to compile their manual although the Association made a template manual available to its members. 

Notwithstanding the decision of the Minister, SADA would argue that all small private bodies be permanently exempted from submitting the manuals in question - the temporary exemptions are not satisfactory as they result in uncertainty in the law and causes unnecessary stress to members of the public.
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